Introduction
Bleeding diatheses can have a crucial impact on the outcome of emergency patients. Antithrombotic medication is increasingly administered to patients with cardiovascular diseases. In emergency scenarios such as acute trauma, treatment with anticoagulants has been associated with an unfavourable patient outcome and increased mortality. 
Case report
Following an emergency call for acute haemorrhage, an emergency medical service team arrived at the residence of a 90-year-old male patient. The patient reported that he had repetitive bleeding from his nose and throat in the last days and exacerbation of bleeding had led to the emergency call. On clinical examination, there were no signs of active bleeding and the patient's systolic blood pressure was 120 mmHg. His past medical history included myelodysplastic syndrome and atrial fibrillation for which he was treated with the coumadin anticoagulant phenprocoumon. Following venopuncture for insertion of an intravenous line, a drop of blood was collected from the puncture device for the assessment of PT through the POC device CoaguChek XS® (Roche Diagnostics, Mannheim, Germany, figure 1 ). An error message was displayed by the device and therefore, blood was drawn from the intravenous line for repeated measurement.
Within one minute after blood application on the test strip, the device displayed 
